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Taekwondo, capoeira, shadow shows and lashings of mud. It can only be Mepantigan,
the latest addition to Bali's cultural riches, and one of its most intriguing.

Epol7| g2 25 MEcs I2E
Be| 26 oTe|7F 2 SIS XM
o2 LHHE 2 Eoct XI22
Wa| Fojoj a0 Qx|
e 2] Tl e 252
OHESMA 152 Halo| §ie a2
A2 70 Sic) R 2
FIEXIOL? L 7HEHE O] M2 FE HER2]
H&s 85 BiNE 225h9
FIEMOa} BI2o ELld w2le)
Ol 3f Q¥R 2IES, TR
AlGEE ZeIeE 2000c) ALk wal=
0[0] 8 0] CHarEt ol 2817}
ZISSEICE, 7 o 5] EfAIE o
O[SE! B 21480 | JHE T =4
28 e g T i BEARICL OE
RUTE L R, OIEAH M 7 ER(E

= S AFRIEOIA Ol3iAlI7 |2
HTICK 1 BiCh 2210| BIEED R

7880/ 280 234 2US

HIZT StH0LA 3galE Holk=
UEAIO|SACE SFXI2F "2 0| OlI2{%
SICHERE LHCIE =21 315 2| T2
B o DO3E FIE S 2 HFECE
g}, 2ErEE T R0 HE Sk
40t A7 o T o] =i JE
H3s Biic RE BME OF B4
e e e ST e e
0= HITE|7 g 7HEE|l= O
AR O] AT R SE0ICE
St MBS CiLSe) Figote g
X|ic), Wal HE HEIe Il

2, [ 1

— TR

I} HY DEC|y 9
2 otof 12 WHO|E Yoo 2718
AEIBICH 2|0 QAR & B S

D= of S0l 220K 2 IEERE

WAW greenschool ong e

wiww, mepantiganbali.com &%,

30 MORMING CALM DECEMEBER 2009

“Throw down 1o the ground” 15
the transiation of Bali's latest

cultural attraction, Mapantigan,

which is performed across Bali
but best enjoyed at Green
School, 15 minutes oulside
Ubud in central Bali, Putu
Witsen Widjaya created this
emarging art form by integrat-
ing judo, tagkwondo, Brazilian

capoeira, Korgan self-defensea,

Balinesa folklore and shadow
puppetry with mud wrestling.
The idea for an entiraly new
cultural attraction on an island
already rich in aristic expres-
sion came to the former taek-
wondao champion who wanted,
as he explains, “for people 1o
know about the three

harmonies betwaen man and
man, god and nature.” Early
variations took place on tha
beach with dancers latherad in
coconut oil but “we weare o0
slippery to throw one another
S0 mud works much better,”
The mud pit venue whergin
dancers quickly get coverad in
the stuff allows Putu Witsen 1o
amphasize the environment,
which is also at the core of the
philasophy of its host, an ele-
mentary to high school con-
structed entirely of bamboo
and mud where students wrile
on racycled paper. Music
played by a traditional Balinese
ensemble known as the
gamelan gels louder as
dancers begin fire eating and
dance like Balinese shadow
puppets behind a makeshift
scrim before jumping back in
thie mud to turn each other
upside down while simultane-
ously acting out a classic

Balinese lovestory.

(www.greenschool.org; +62
361 469 875 and
wiww.meapantiganbali.com)




